1. I think that nurses may be concerned about ethics in relation to nursing informatics. Adhering to HIPPA is emphasized in our practice. As long as these guidelines are followed and proper training is provided, nurses should not have issues. This can be done by maintaining privacy of patients, securing passwords, and using proper bins for discarding sensitive material (Brent, 2013). On the other hand, I know that some nurses overlook the ethical part of nursing informatics. This may be shown by not logging off of the computer or showing information to coworkers. I understand that nurses are busy, but this is part of maintaining professional integrity.  It is a large issue because of the wide use of EMR charts. A study in 2014 found that approximately 97 % of non-federal acute care hospitals adopted electronic medical records (EMR) (Office of National Coordinator for Health Information Technology, 2013).
Reply 
I believe that nurses as professionals should be well trained and qualified to do their duties in the best of their service. When they are well trained, it becomes easy for them to understand codes of ethics, and maintain professional integrity. Nurses should also be in a position to use medical equipment in the hospital.

2. Nursing informatics incorporates nursing and analytics to achieve desired outcomes. “Nursing informatics (NI) is the specialty that integrates nursing science with multiple information management and analytical science to identify, define, manage, and communicate data, information, knowledge, and wisdom in nursing practice” (What is Nursing Informatics, 2017). Nursing informatics is used by nurses in decision making by using information structures, information processes, and information technology. Some examples of nursing informatics include electronic health records, recording interventions and outcomes through electronic charting, education via the internet, and using a spread sheet application. “Advances in information technology over the last 25 years have created significant opportunities for nurses to be aware of current information when making decisions. We have faster computers to process data, more sophisticated software to assist in the transformation of data into useful information, and powerful communication technologies such as the internet to enable the secure transmission of information” (Nursing Now Issues and Trends in Canadian Nursing, 2016). By using nursing informatics, we are able to provide the best possible care to our patients. Although the technological advances in nursing have been great, we have also found problems with this system. Ethical issues such as patient confidentiality is a major concern. This concern is addressed by providing nurses with log in passwords and holding nurses accountable for logging in and out and not sharing such pertinent information with other nurses. Even when security measures have been taken, another major concern in electronic charting includes hacking. Firewalls, antivirus software and intrusion detection programs can help with this issue. Regardless, HIPAA requires us as nurses to protect patient confidentiality and be liable for any misuse of information which can lead to an ethical dilemma.
Reply 
Nursing informatics has helped the clinical setting to achieve the desired health outcomes of high quality. Nursing informatics includes multiple information management, communication that are key in the nursing practice. Nursing informatics has changed the way nurses manage health information, health education, and the general management of health information. Nursing informatics is the way towards improved care.

3. Health information technology (IT) is a useful innovation in the field. This allows for information to be accessible in an electronic format. Using this type of format facilitates improvements such as decreasing health care costs and paper work, prevents errors, and increasing patient outcomes (U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, 2017). For nurses this innovation is particularly helpful as electronic medical records. This allows us to have frequent updates and communication among interdisciplinary care. For example if I need an order for a particular procedure or medication, I can communicate to the doctor and have this immediately updated in an electronic method. I am able to document actions immediately as well and have access to lab values. I think that Health IT theoretically helps to produced more efficient care, but I also think that this causes challenges and obstacles to overcome. Nurses are expected to accomplish more tasks and continuously document therefore the workload increases.
Reply 
Health information technology has made access, storage, and retrieval of information an easy task. Information is accessible in electronic format and this costs the health sector less money and less space. Patient’s access to medication has also improved and the access to quality health care has improved.


4.    “Health information technology involves the exchange of health information in an electronic environment” (Health Information Technology, 2017). Electronic health records are a great tool for all healthcare workers because information is easily accessible and can be shared among healthcare providers. The templates provided through electronic charting ensure that the proper information is charted. Electronic charting is an easier alternative to paper charts because they cannot be misplaced and everyone with proper credentials has access to patient information. New orders on medications can be obtained through the electrical charting system which makes patient care easier on the nurse. Other perks of having an electronic charting system is being able to order lab work, diagnostic procedures and having patient history all in one place. Being able to access patient information rapidly and be able to order what is needed so easily allows nurses to focus more on patient care rather than on spending time on trying to gather everything needed. 

Reply 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Health information is all about information technology, data management, and the manner in which information is shared among health care users and providers. HIT has made easier for the patient to access health information, patient information, and different kinds of medications available for the patient. Time and money is also saved by HIT

